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By now there are probably a more than a few people asking “who is this guy presuming to give us                   

his opinion on sewer systems”. I’ll conduct a self interview and try to answer some of your                

questions.

Who are you to be telling us what sewer system we should have?

I’m nobody in particular. I have no expertise in sewer systems and until a few months ago I didn’t                  

even know what a grinder pump was. But when I heard the term “Low Pressure” I got curious and                  

I started reading. I had assumed we were going to be served with a vacuum system (that’s also                 

low pressure, right?) like most of the other areas, but I soon found out that “Low Pressure” means                 

Grinder Pumps.

And now you’re an expert?

Not at all. I’m simply trying to provide information, not my opinion. I’ve spent a lot of time on the                   

Internet and have found a lot of information. As I have previously stated, I have no qualification                

to judge the validity or the relevance of the material I find;  I’ll post what I find and let you decide.

What are your qualifications?

I worked for the Florida Power & Light Co. for 35 years. I spent several years supervising                

construction crews, but for most of my career I designed electrical distribution systems. I am not a                

graduate engineer, but I spent the better part of my career doing engineering designs for              

subdivisions, shopping centers, and other commercial projects. My last business card said “Large            

Projects Designer”, so I’ll go with that. I worked with the folks at Giffels-Webster providing power               

to several vacuum stations in the Englewood area, so I have some knowledge of these systems in                

that regard.

Don’t you think the county engineers already have enough information?

The county has a very committed engineering staff that have been working on the PCSSRP for               

years. Several of them have been with the program from the beginning. But they have a daunting                

task with over 14,000 customers to consider; I’m concerned with 216. I can devote 100% of my                

time to an area that represents about 1% of their total. I hope that some of the data I find will                    

be useful to them and to others involved in the decision making.

Why did you start this “information” thing?  What’s in it for you?

Good question… my wife asked me the same thing. I really don’t have a good answer except that                 

as a teenager I did a lot of typical rotten- teenager stuff (knocking down mailboxes, pushing over                

Porta-a-Johns) and never got caught. I don’t know how much community service I avoided back              

then, but I guess I’m making up for it now. I’m glad to have the opportunity to do something for                   

the community, but I am not an activist.  When this project is finished, so am I.

What outcome do you see for the N-3 sewer project?

The only thing I will predict is that the Sarasota County Commissioners will make the best decision                

based on the information presented to them. I hope that some of the information I have found                

will help them in their deliberations. I really have no ego in this and personally will be satisfied                 

with their final decision, whatever that may be. I have spoken with each of them and have full                 

confidence in their individual and collective judgement.

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fsarasotan3sewers.wordpress.com%2F2012%2F10%2F26%2Fso-who-is-this-guy%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNG_hgc-gaycRFbdjWQx9l86wheqVQ


Anything else?

No, except thanks for taking the time to read this. If you have any more questions, email me.                 

Now, if you’ll excuse me, I have to get back to work.


