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Sewer news you need to know
If you own a home in the orange area on the map (labeled N-3), you 
need to be aware of decisions being made by Sarasota County regarding 
the installation of central sewer in this area.

The County currently plans to install a “low pressure” system, which 
might make you think these homes will be connected to the “vacuum” 
sewer system like the rest of South Gate.

In reality, what is planned is a system that is also called a “grinder 
pump” system. Some of your neighbors have done some research 
and found that the grinder pump system has been rejected by 
other communities for its inherent disadvantages, including cost 
to the customer, dependence on electrical power to operate, 
susceptibility to mechanical failure, and odors.

How it works
The “grinder pump” is like a mini lift station in your front yard. It is 
connected to your home’s electrical system (which may need to be 
upgraded to handle the necessary 30-amp circuit), and you will bear the 
cost of electricity to operate the pump.

Which brings up a key disadvantage: If you lose power for more than 
a short period (perhaps hours, perhaps a day or so), you will not be 
able to flush your toilet, bathe, or wash clothes or dishes until power is 
restored. In the event of a hurricane or other severe storm, your home 
might survive intact, but if the power is out for some days, you will be 
forced to leave your home anyway, because you will not be able to use 
the toilet or run the water.

The county claims that it will have pump trucks available in the event 
of a power outage. Maybe so. Or maybe they will be diverted to other 
needs if a disaster is widespread. Or maybe, some future Commission will 
decide this is something that the county can no longer afford. 

Of course, like all pumps, your “grinder pump” will eventually wear 
out from all that grinding, and when that happens, you will again have a 
matter of hours, not days, before you have sewage backing up into your 
home. (The county promises that it will replace the pump if it fails. ).

Some background on the sewer system
Your neighbors have been asking questions about “Area N-3” for many 
years. At one early meeting at the South Gate Community Center, the 
county maps did not even show this area as part of the sewer plan. 

Since then, various neighbors have tried to keep abreast of the 
progress of the planning. One neighbor has a written record that there 
was supposed to be a community meeting when the design for Area 
N-3 was 60% complete.

Until recently, we have never received word that any design was 
occurring.  Even today, on the county sewer system web site, there is 
not one word about the plan or schedule for Area N-3. Then, this winter, 
county staffers appeared throughout Area N-3, performing a survey 
in preparation for the installation of sewers. These workers explained 
the nature of the “grinder pump” system (which, again, the county 
confusingly calls a “low pressure” system), which was the first any of us 
had heard that such a system was being considered. Not only that, they 
indicated that construction might begin soon.

Where we are today in Area N-3
From e-mail communications with county staffers, it seems that this plan 
is well on its way to implementation. We believe that there should have 
been a meeting held well before now to inform residents about this 
plan. Furthermore, we believe there should have been some discussion 
about the wisdom of using the grinder pumps, based on their inherent 
disadvantages.

We would like your support to request a meeting with at least 
some of the county commissioners to discuss this issue, and 

we would like some public discussion of the alternatives to this 
proposed system.

Questions that we would like answered
We believe there are many questions that should be answered for the 
homeowners of Area N-3. Here are just some that we have thought of; 
you may think of others yourself:

1. Are these grinder pumps currently being used in such numbers 
elsewhere in Sarasota County? Where? What has been the residents’ 
experience with these pumps?

2. May we see the cost-benefit analysis that was performed on this 
design? What other options were considered? 

2. Why wouldn’t a vacuum system work in this area? The area is 
bordered by at least one major sewer line. Why can’t at least some of 
these homes be connected to that line?

4. When North and South Seclusion Drive floods, FPL cuts off the 
power to those homes. If the power is cut and the area floods, won’t the 
flood waters pick up raw sewage?

5. What guarantee do we have that the County will actually maintain 
and replace these pumps — forever, because there won’t be any going 
back — and send in pump trucks when needed?

How can you help? 
1. Contact County Commissioner Joe Barbetta and respectfully 

tell him that you are concerned about this “grinder pump” proposal and 
would like it to be discussed at a community forum (e-mail jbarbett@
scgov.net, by mail to 1660 Ringling Blvd., Sarasota, FL 34236, or call 
941-861-5344. Please note: We have made initial contact, so there is no 
reason to “pile on.” A simple note expressing your concern would do the 
most good. A community meeting seems the most prudent first step if 
we hope to modify or derail this plan.

2. Send an e-mail to n3committee@gmail.com . We will 
respond with links to information on the web about grinder pumps, and 
we will keep you up to date on meetings, etc.

WHO ARE WE? Peter Houk, Mike Scarborough and Peter Gentile 
have been researching this issue and prepared this document. E-mail 
n3committee@gmail.com to help us stay on top of this issue.


